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April 1, 1988

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
KOVACK PARTICIPATES IN ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS FLY AROUND
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University alumnus
Robert Kovack of Mattoon, past president of the EIU Alumni
Association and the EIU Panther Club, is among a group of
alumni association officials from 11 state public universities
who will participate in a state fly around to announce their
support of an increase in personal income tax for education.
The Tuesday, April 5 fly around will start at 9 a.m,
with a conference of all 11 alumni association

represe~tatives

at the State of Illinois Center Press Room in Chicago •
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While three individuals will remain in the Chicago area,
Kovack will join the rest of the group who will visit Rockford,
Peoria, Springfield, St. Louis (Parks Airport) and Carbondale.
Kovack is scheduled to make a presentation at 1 p.m.
in the Press Room in the State House in Springfield and at
3:40 p.m. at the Southern Illinois University Airport in
Carbondale.
"These 11 individuals have been asked to represent their
alumni associations and talk about why they feel their universities
need additional revenue through a tax increase," said Keith
Sanders, chairperson of the statewide coordinating committee
"Invest in the Future," campaign.
"They will specifically discuss the contributions their
universities have made to people's lives and the impact underfunding
has had on their alma maters," Sanders added.
The trip is being coordinated by the state universities
and being financed by the individual alumni associations.
The plane and its pilots are being furnished without cost
to the associations or universities.

The plane is being

donated by Charlie Priester of Wheeling.
Sanders said the alumni association officials are representing
the 500,000 state university alumni in Illinois.

"The reason

we are so excited about the fly around is that these individuals
are volunteering their time to assist their universities
in this worthy cause," he added.
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The alumni associations from the following universities
also have representatives participating in the fly around:
Illinois State University, Southern Illinois University (Carbondale),
the University of Illinois, Western Illinois University,
Southern Illinois University (Edwardsville), Northeastern
Illinois University, Northern Illinois University, Chicago
State University, Sangamon State University and Governors
State University.
EIU's Alumni Association, established in 1905, is designed
to advance the interest of EIU, to provide a medium for alumni
statistics concerning alumni, to assist in class reunions,
homecoming and similar activities and to provide periodicals
to alumni to disseminate information about EIU.
The Association was restructured last year from a dues-paying
to a non-dues paying organization.
the Association has 38,000 members.
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Under the new system,

